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VARIOUS. 



The Legend of Cologne Cathedral. 

A correspondent of the Buffalo Courier relates the legend 
of Cologne Cathedral in a form slightly different from the one 
that it usually wears. He says: — "As the story goes, the 
inventor was walking one day by the Rhine, trying to think 
out some design which should be sufficiently grand, and sketch- 
ing his thoughts in the soft sand at his feet. At last he was 
satisfied, and said, 'It shall be like that.' 'Oh, I will show you 
a much better plan,' said a voice behind him, and on turning 
he saw the figure which has become familiar to the readers of 
'Faust', and to the users of profane language. With his cloven 
hoof this newly-found friend drew the outlines on the beach 
with startling rapidity and skill.. But he had met his match in 
this plain German workman. He was made to explain minutely 
every detail , for- the trembling architect knew that probably 
his own soul would be the price of this knowledge. Then he 
said to Mephistopheles, as he suddenly thought of a way out 
of the difficulty, 'Your plan is not quite satisfactory; I will not 
take it.' The soft voice of his hoof-footed visitor became a 
rough roar. He saw that he had been outwitted. 'You may 
build your cathedral according to this plan,' he shrieked, 'but 
you will never finish it 1' This was seven hundred years ago. 
The Satanic threat was not in vain. Though multitudes of men 
have worked upon it for hundreds of years , the cathedral has 
never been finished. Now, as if in despair, the authorities have 
apparently turned once more to the outwitted but revengeful 
author of the design. The tickets of a gigantic gambling 
scheme, called the 'Cologne Cathedral Lottery,' are sold in 
every town of the empire, and the profits form a church-build- 
ing fund. If the famous black gentleman is ever influenced 
by flattery, and by humble appeals for his assistance, we may 
soon expect that the curse will be removed and the great cathe- 
dral completed." 

The Marble Doorway 

from one of the old palaces of Genoa, which has lately been 
acquired by the South Kensington Museum, at a cost of 7501., 
has now been set up in one of the arcades of the North Court, 
where it is seen to advantage. It is the work of L. da Ro- 
menio da Campione, and the date is given as A.D. 15 19. 



"Westmacotta." 

This is the name of a material suitable for external and 
internal decoration in lieu of ordinary plaster of Paris, or per- 
haps we ought rather to call . it a process for rendering casts 
impervious to water throughout the mass and unaffectable by 
an impure atmosphere. When required to be cleansed, water, 
soap, and a brush may be used. Some specimens can be seen 
at Brucciani's Galteria, in Russell-street, Covent-garden ; also 
at the Royal Academy Exhibition. Mr. Miller's "Pleasures of 
Peace" and "Miseries of War," in relief, have been subjected 
to the process for internal purposes, which is of a less' com- 
plete character than that applied in out-door decorations. 



Is there Anything in It? 

The Berlin correspondent of the Daily Telegraph writes: 
— "The Chinese ambassador at the Berlin Court, Li-Fang-pao, 
is famed among his countrymen in the Flowery Land as one 
of the most eminent among their learned men. He has not 
neglected the opportunities which his travels in Europe have 
afforded him of making himself acquainted with the details of 
Western civilisation. The fruits of his observations have, in 
one instance at least, been most remarkable, and will perhaps 
open a new and wide field for antiquarian research. Li-Fang-pao 
has been examining the remains of Grecian pottery of the 
Trojan and pre-Trojan period, and has made a valuable and 
interesting discovery. He proves that the vases found in 
Trojan territory, and buried or imbedded in excavations dating 
from pre-Trojan ages (such as those referred to by Schliemann 



on page 50 of the introduction to his book), are really of Chi- 
nese origin. On one of these vessels Li-Fang-pao finds an 
inscription to the effect that about 1,200 years before the 
Christian era some enterprising individual had enclosed in the 
vase three pieces of muslin, and despatched them for inspection. 
It seems, therefore, that this piece of pottery, at all events, 
significantly records the fact of the commercial intercourse which 
existed so far back as the pre-Trojan era between the indus- 
trious natives of Cathay and the enterprising merchants of Asia 
Minor and Greece." 



Imitation Ivory. 

Harris's patented imitation ivory is made by dissolving 
100 grammes of glue in 1 litre of water, 50 grammes of alum 
in 1 litre of water, and mixing 50 grammes of good bleached 
cellulose with 3,5 litres of water. The moulds are carefully 
oiled with a mixture of equal parts of goose-grease and lard; 
then a mixture is formed, in an earthen vessel, of 75 grammes 
of the glue solution, 200 grammes of the cellulose water, 200 
grammes of water, 250 grammes of finely-sifted gypsum, and 
200 grammes of the alum solution. This mass is placed in 
moulds by a spoon, shaken so as to remove bubbles, and left 
to set and thicken. It is then removed from the moulds, cove- 
red with a woollen cloth, the superfluous water pressed out, 
and, after it has completely stiffened, the fat is removed by hot 
water. It is then dried and soaked in a hot mixture of equal 
parts of wax and stearine. After cooling, it is brushed until 
the ivory lustre shows itself. Dingler's Journal. 



Arsenical Wall Papers. 

Mr. Bernard Dyer, public analyst, writes : "I have re- 
ceived for examination a large number of wall-papers of various 
textures, patterns, and colours, but consisting chiefly of the 
fashionable dull olive or sage green papers now so much in 
vogue for what is known as the 'Dado' style of decoration. 
Out of some three dozen samples that have been handed to 
me for analysis during the last few weeks, I found scarcely 
half-a-dozen free from arsenic. To avoid misapprehension, I 
would observe that the presence of arsenic was by no means 
confined to the green papers, for among the worst specimens 
were samples of various other shades, including light blue and 
sombre brown. The makers, when remonstrated with, have in 
one or two cases denied that they intentionally introduced 
arsenic into their papers, but complain that the poison exists 
as an impurity in the pigments they receive from the colour 
manufacturers, who, they allege, will not take the trouble to 
free their colours from the arsenic which is introduced into 
them in the course of. manufacture , and which ought to be 
removed before the finished dyes are sent out. That papers of 
the most brilliant tints may be produced perfectly free from 
arsenic is now well known. I need not take up your space 
by 'more than alluding to the serious consequences that may 
accrue, more especially to delicate persons, from sleeping in or 
habitually occupying rooms hung with arsenical papers." 

The Builder. 



Scagliola. 

Messrs. Bellman & Ivey have executed for the new house 
belonging to the Art Union of London, Strand, some Scagliola 
marble columns and pilasters, which are excellent specimens 
of this manufacture. Those in the entrance hall are Genoa 
green, and on the first floor red Devonshire and Brocatella. 
They present a charming appearance. At Carpenters' Hall, 
London Wall, porphyry columns in the outer hall, and verde 
antico columns in the inner hall, with polished Parian capitals, 
are now being fixed by the same firm. They have also since 
received the order for the columns in the Livery Hall. These 
will be of paoneyzetta, 16 ft. 9 in. high by 2 ft. diameter, and 
will be made in one piece without joint. The Builder. 



